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For children,

books can be an
unending source of
information about
who they are and
who they can
become. Every
child deserves to
have a school
library full of
interesting books
that inspire their
love of learning.
Together we can
fill library shelves
with books and
children’s lives
with possibility. 

Laura Bush
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The Laura Bush Foundation for America’s
Libraries has had some exciting times in the last six
months.  In May of this year, because of the continuing
generosity of donors, the foundation provided over
$660,000 to 136 schools across the nation to purchase
books for their libraries. In the two years of the
Foundation’s existence, a total of 268 schools have
received over $1,300,000 to help school libraries create
and expand their book collections. How exciting that

so many boys and girls in America are being provided with books to read and enjoy!

On May 10, 2004, I also had the great experience of meeting with some 
wonderful principals, librarians, and teachers from the New York City area when 
the Foundation made the announcement of the grants at the Harry T. Stewart, Sr.
School in Corona, New York. They are heartened by the positive effect these grants
will have on their schools.

My special thanks go to the advisory committee that is highlighted in this issue.
They volunteer long hours to make sure the grants go to the most qualified applicants.
As you will see, these are exceptionally talented and committed individuals who care
greatly about America’s schoolchildren.
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The Laura Bush Foundation for America’s
Libraries is ably served by very qualified and
thoughtful individuals who review the grant
applications and make the tough decisions
about which school libraries receive funding.
These individuals comprise the Advisory
Committee of the Laura Bush Foundation for
America’s Libraries. After spending countless
hours independently reading the applications,
they meet as a group for two full days to make
the final decisions on the grants. At this 
meeting, they also review and make 
improvements on the grant application and
process for the following year.

The committee is chaired by Pam Willeford,
who served as Executive Director of the
Foundation during its inception and first 
year, and is a former member of the Texas
Higher Education Coordinating Board.  
The members include:

José Aponte is the Executive Director of the
Pikes Peak Library District in Colorado Springs,
Colorado.  REFORMA, a national affiliate of
the American Library Association, selected José
as the Trejo Librarian of the Year for 2004. He
has had a career in libraries and literacy for
twenty-six years.  He has a Masters of Library
Science from the University of Arizona. In fact,
he missed his graduation because he was work-
ing hard at his job at the Tucson Public Library!

Eliza Dresang is a faculty member in the
School of Information Studies at Florida 
State University.  For 16 years she was the
District Director of Library Technology and
Communication in the Madison Metropolitan
School District in Wisconsin.  She has been
active with the American Library Association
and chaired the 2004 John Newbery Award, 
the 2002 Pura Belpre Award, and the 1988
National School Library Media Program of 
the Year Award committees.  She has also 
published and received awards for her 
professional books.

Gary Hartzell is Professor of Educational
Administration at the University of Nebraska 
at Omaha.  He has been a high school teacher
and a principal.  He is the author of books and 
articles related to school librarians and their
important role in the school community.  
He is an internationally known speaker on 
librarian-principal relationships.  

Marilyn Joyce is Library Media Specialist at
Brewer High School in Brewer, Maine.  She is
an author and conducts workshops on 
information literacy and motivating young
adult readers.  She recently served on the
Planning Committee for the 2009 revision of 

the National Assessment of Educational
Progress in Reading.

Larry Leverett is Superintendent of Schools
in Greenwich, Connecticut, and prior to that
was Superintendent in Plainfield, New Jersey.
He has served in numerous other administrative
capacities in New Jersey.  He is a member of 
the Advisory Committee of the Urban
Superintendents Program at Harvard University.

James Maxwell is a retired superintendent, 
classroom teacher and school librarian who 
lives in Oregon.  He served as Chair of the
American Association of School Libraries
Affiliate Assembly, as an adjunct professor
teaching school library and media courses, 
and as a consultant to the Australian School
Library Association during his long career in
education.  Following retirement he served for 
a short term as the Executive Officer for the
Oregon Board of Education.

Barbara Stein is currently a Professor at 
the School of Library and Information Sciences
at the University of North Texas.  She has been
a teacher and a school librarian in elementary,
middle and high schools in four states.  She 
is the author or co-author of numerous books
relating to libraries and has served on many
committees in national and state professional
organizations.

Tim Wadham is the Youth Services
Coordinator at the Maricopa County Library
District in Phoenix, Arizona.  He is active 
with the American Library Association and has
served on numerous committees, including the
Newbery Medal.  He is the author of articles 
and books on children’s literature.

Julie Walker is the Executive Director of the
American Association of School Librarians and
the Young Adult Library Services Association,
both divisions of the American Library
Association.  She previously served as a school
district director of library and media services.
She has been instrumental in the development
of Teen Read Week, a national initiative that
focuses on the importance of adolescent literacy.

Junko Yokota is a Professor of Reading and
Language at the National College of Education
at National-Louis University.  She has been a
classroom teacher and a librarian and speaks
and consults often on issues of multicultural 
literature and literacy development of students
of diversity.  She has co-authored a college 
textbook in children’s literature and is a 
trustee of the Evanston Public Library.

The Laura Bush Foundation for America’s
Libraries is proud of the exceptionally talented 
individuals who help each year to determine 
the grantees.

Doing the Hard Work of Choosing the Grantees

 



1. Charles Leask Middle School/Metlakatla High School,
Metlakatla, AK

2. Constantine Elementary School, Anniston, AL

3. Monroe Senior High, Lower Peach Tree, AL 

4. Watson Elementary School, Little Rock, AR

5. Richey K-8 School, Tucson, AZ

6. Feaster-Edison Charter School, Chula Vista, CA

7. El Nido Elementary School, El Nido, CA

8. Hazel M. Bailey Primary School, Firebaugh, CA

9. Lovonya DeJean Middle School, Richmond, CA

10. Longfellow Elementary School, Riverside, CA

11. Jesse G. Sanchez Elementary School, Salinas, CA

12. Frank Paul Elementary School, Salinas, CA

13. Fruit Ridge Elementary School, Sacramento, CA

14. Arroyo Valley High School, San Bernardino, CA

15. Munroe Elementary School, Denver, CO

16. Billie Martinez Elementary, Greeley, CO

17. Elias Howe Elementary School, Bridgeport, CT

18. Dr. James H. Naylor School, Hartford, CT

19. Weaver High School, Hartford, CT

20. Hill Central Music Academy, New Haven, CT

21. The Arts & Technology Academy, Washington, DC

22. Samoset Elementary Accelerated School, Bradenton, FL

23. Bonner Elementary School, Daytona Beach, FL

24. Eastside Elementary School, Haines City, FL

25. O.J. Semmes Montessori Academy, Pensacola, FL

26. West Tampa Elementary School, Tampa, FL

27. Randolph County Elementary School, Cuthbert, GA

28. Atherton Elementary School, Decatur, GA

29. Sequoyah Middle School, Doraville, GA

30. Brookview Elementary School, East Point, GA

31. Fair Street School, Gainesville, GA

32. Main Elementary School, Rome, GA

33. Linapuni Elementary School, Honolulu, HI

34.  Moulton Extended Learning Center, Des Moines, IA

35.  Bonners Ferry High School, Bonners Ferry, ID

36.  Irvin C. Mollison Elementary School, Chicago, IL

37.  Paul Revere School, Chicago, IL

38.  Washington-Carver Elementary School, Muncie, IN

39.  North Beloit High School, Beloit, KS

40.  Douglass Elementary School, Kansas City, KS

41.  Hall Elementary School, Grays Knob, KY

42.  Scenic Alternative High School, Baton Rouge, LA

43.  Park Elementary School, Baton Rouge, LA

44.  Port Allen Elementary School, Port Allen, LA

45. E.B. Williams Stoner Hill Elementary Laboratory School,
Shreveport, LA

46. Gardner Extended Services School, Allston, MA

47. Brighton High School, Boston, MA

48. Richard J. Murphy School, Dorchester, MA

49. South Boston Educational Complex, South Boston, MA

50. Milford Mill Academy, Baltimore, MD

51. Brenda M. Scott Middle School, Detroit, MI

52. Denby Technical & Preparatory High School, Detroit, MI

53. Bingham Elementary School, Lansing, MI

54. Chief Bug-O-Nay-Ge-Shig School, Bena, MN

55. Lyndale Elementary Community School, Minneapolis, MN

56. Primitivo Garcia, Kansas City, MO

57. Turner Middle School, St. Louis, MO

58. Plenty Coups High School, Pryor, MT

59. Pryor Elementary School, Pryor, MT

60. Westerly Hills A+ Academy, Charlotte, NC

61. Arlington Elementary School, Gastonia, NC

62. Gillespie Park Elementary School, Greensboro, NC

63. Cone Elementary School, Greensboro, NC

64. Roberson Elementary School, Tarboro, NC

65. Eastern Elementary School, Washington, NC

66. Darden Middle School, Wilson, NC

67. Vick Elementary School, Wilson, NC
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68. Rowland Hill Latham Elementary School, 
Winston-Salem, NC

69. Western Plains School, Bismarck, ND

70. Elliott Elementary School, Lincoln, NE

71. Henry Wilson School and Community Center, 
Manchester, NH

72. PS #15 Primary, Whitney M. Young, Jr., Jersey City, NJ

73. Samuel L. Berliner, Newark, NJ

74. Roseville Avenue School, Newark, NJ

75. Sussex Avenue School, Newark, NJ

76. Hagerman Elementary School, Hagerman, NM

77. Matt Kelly Elementary School, Las Vegas, NV

78. PS 60 George Gallego, Bronx, NY

79. Community School 92, Bronx, NY

80. St. Joseph School, Bronx, NY

81. Frederick Law Olmsted School #56, Buffalo, NY

82. School 74-Hamlin Park, Buffalo, NY

83. PS 92Q Harry T. Stewart Elementary School, Corona, NY

84. PS/MS 43, Far Rockaway, NY

85. PS 104 The Bayswater School, Far Rockaway, NY

86. PS 111Q The Jacob Blackwell School, Long Island City, NY

87. Mt. Carmel-Holy Rosary, New York, NY

88. William R. Beard School, Syracuse, NY

89. Ralph Waldo Emerson Middle School, Yonkers, NY

90. Almira Elementary School, Cleveland, OH

91. Giddings Elementary School, Cleveland, OH

92. Jane Addams Business Careers Center, Cleveland, OH

93. Stephen E. Howe Elementary School, Cleveland, OH

94. Garrett Morgan Cleveland School of Science, Cleveland, OH

95. Iowa-Maple Elementary School, Cleveland, OH

96. St. Martin de Porres High School, Cleveland, OH

97. Shaw High School, East Cleveland, OH

98. Geary Jr-Sr High School, Geary, OK

99. Leland Wolf School, Norman, OK

100. L.E. Rader Treatment Center School, Sand Springs, OK

101. Martin Luther King Elementary School, Portland, OR

102. Northwest Elementary School, Lebanon, PA

103. Mastbaum Area Vocational Technical School, Philadelphia, PA

104. G.W. Carver Engineering High School, Philadelphia, PA

105. Hartranft Elementary School, Philadelphia, PA

106. Commodore John Barry Elementary School, Philadelphia, PA

107. James Russell Lowell Public School, Philadelphia, PA

108. Gladstone Street Elementary School, Cranston, RI

109. Birchwood High School, Columbia, SC

110. McCrorey-Liston Elementary School, Blair, SC

111. Franklin Middle School, Chattanooga, TN

112. Chattanooga Middle Museum Magnet School, 
Chattanooga, TN

113. Riverview Middle School, Memphis, TN

114. Georgia Avenue Elementary School, Memphis, TN

115. J.W. Caceres Elementary School, Donna, TX

116. A.P. Solis Middle School, Donna, TX

117. Roosevelt Elementary School, El Paso, TX

118. United D.D. Hachar Elementary School, Laredo, TX

119. Alton Memorial Junior High School, Mission, TX

120. E.B. Reyna Elementary School, Mission, TX

121. Arturo Cantu Elementary School, Mission, TX

122. M.L. King Middle School, San Antonio, TX

123. Eduardo Villarreal Elementary School, San Antonio, TX

124. Henry B. Gonzales Elementary School, San Antonio, TX

125. Socorro High School, Socorro, TX

126. Benavides Elementary School, Sullivan City, TX

127. Brazos Middle School, Waco, TX

128. J.H. Hines Elementary School, Waco, TX

129. Evelyn Marcelli Elementary School, St. Thomas, 
US Virgin Islands

130. Jackson Elementary School, Salt Lake City, UT

131. Virginia Beach Central Academy, Virginia Beach, VA

132. Wells Village School, Wells, VT

133. Meany Middle School, Seattle, WA

134. Indian Community School, Milwaukee, WI

135. Calhoun County Middle High School, Mt. Zion, WV

136. Roosevelt High School, Casper, WY
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Laura Bush visits Limerick Elementary School in Canooga Park, Calif., Feb. 18, 2004.
White House photo by Tina Hager

 


